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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Broadens the offense of female genital mutilation under Tenn. 

Code Ann. § 39-13-110 to include the narrowing of the vaginal opening through the creation of 

a covering seal formed by cutting and repositioning the inner or outer labia or any harmful 

procedure to the female genitalia, including pricking, piercing, incising, scraping, or cauterizing. 

 

Broadens the offenses of aggravated child abuse, aggravated child endangerment, and 

aggravated child neglect to include female genital mutilation. 

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

 Assumptions: 

 

 Tennessee Code Annotated § 39-13-110 prohibits any person from knowingly 

circumcising, excising, or infibulating the labia majora, labia minora, or clitoris. Female 

genital mutilation is a class D felony. 

 The proposed legislation expands the definition of mutilation under Tenn. Code Ann. § 

39-13-110 to include the narrowing of the vaginal opening through the creation of a 

covering seal formed by cutting and repositioning the inner or outer labia or any harmful 

procedure to the female genitalia, including pricking, piercing, incising, scraping, or 

cauterizing. 

 Statistics from the Department of Correction show no admissions under Tenn. Code 

Ann. § 39-13-110 over the last 10 years. Further, statistics from the Administrative 

Office of the Courts show no convictions under Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-13-110 over the 

last five years. 

 Though the proposed legislation expands the offense of female genital mutilation, the 

proposed legislation will not significantly increase state incarceration costs. 

 The proposed legislation also expands the offenses of aggravated child abuse, 

aggravated child endangerment, and aggravated child neglect. Tennessee Code 

Annotated § 39-15-402 prohibits a person from committing child abuse, child 

endangerment, or child neglect that results in serious bodily injury to the child. 

 Aggravated child abuse, aggravated child endangerment, and aggravated child neglect 

are class B felonies; unless the victim is less than eight years of age, in which case the 

offenses are class A felonies. 
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 Tennessee Code Annotated § 39-15-402(d) provides that serious bodily injury includes 

second- or third-degree burns, a fracture of any bone, a concussion, subdural or 

subarachnoid bleeding, retinal hemorrhage, cerebral edema, brain contusion, and injuries 

to the skin that involve severe bruising or the likelihood of permanent or protracted 

disfigurement. 

 The proposed legislation adds “acts of female genital mutilation as defined in § 39-13-

110” to Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-15-402(d). 

 The proposed legislation adds another example of serious bodily injury that could 

enhance child abuse, child endangerment, or child neglect to aggravated child abuse, 

aggravated child endangerment, or aggravated child neglect. However, female genital 

mutilation would already constitute serious bodily injury for purposes of Tenn. Code 

Ann. § 39-15-402, as it is an injury to the skin that involves the likelihood of permanent 

or protracted disfigurement. 

 The proposed legislation will not significantly increase state incarceration costs. 

 Any impact to the courts, public defenders, and district attorney can be accommodated 

within existing resources. 
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